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Gilbert Community School District 
103 Mathews Drive, Gilbert, Iowa  50105 515-232-3740 www.gilbert.k12.ia.us         September 2010 

From the Superintendent’s Desk 
 
The older I get, the faster time flies by, but I think this summer break was the shortest on record. I hope you and your family were able to 
enjoy some time together. Welcome Back! The 2010-11 school year is now underway. We are excited about the new school year and the 
many opportunities and challenges it will present. The preliminary enrollment figures in the Gilbert Community Schools reflect an increase 
of approximately 65 students from last fall’s first day enrollment. The first day enrollment of 1275 is an all-time high for the district. These 
enrollment figures represent the number of students who are attending classes in the district. The PK-4 elementary building enrollment 
count of 505 students, includes 33 PK students who will begin pre-school classes on August 23. The middle school staff welcomed 405 
students in grades 5-8. First day enrollment at the high school building was 365 students. The official certified enrollment, which drives 
state school foundation funding for 2011-12, will not be established until October 1. 
 
The district welcomes several new staff members this year. We are pleased to have the following new teachers and support staff members 
join the Gilbert school family: 

 Katie Barkema, Food Service Staff Member 
 Rebekah Casciato, High School Spanish Teacher 
 Heather Currans. Pre-School Teacher  
 Kristy Danilson, Fourth Grade Teacher 
 Joel Franzen. MS Technology/ HS Math Teacher 
 William Hansen, Middle School Custodian 
 Nicole Jones, Kindergarten Teacher 
 Nicole Kallal, MS/HS Family and Consumer Science 

Teacher 
 Samantha Kelley, Sixth Grade Teacher 

 Kirsten  Martinek, Second Grade Teacher 
 Marsha Morgan, High School Level III 

Special Education Teacher 
 Angela Pohlen, Food Service Staff 

Member 
 Angie Whetstone, High School Special Education 

Associate   
 Judy Wiese, Middle School Special Education 

Associate 

 
The summer months were once again extremely busy with facility improvements and projects. At the elementary school, many of the 
windows were replaced throughout the building. A new intercom system was installed. The portable classrooms received new carpet, 
drywall, and interior paint. Light fixtures and ceiling tile were also replaced. The elementary computer lab was relocated to a room adjacent 
to the media center and the music room relocated to one of the portable classrooms. The former music room will serve as the home for the 
district’s new pre-school program. Roof repair work was completed at both the high school and elementary. New, brighter, and more 
efficient lights were installed in the west high school gymnasium. New carpet was installed in two high school classrooms. The wrestling 
room was reconfigured to become an improved laundry and storage space. Thanks to the generosity of the Gilbert Education Foundation, 
technology upgrades have occurred in all three buildings, with new wireless labs being installed in the elementary and high school. Several 
new mimios were purchased to allow teachers to utilize “smart board” technologies in their classrooms.  
 
The school board has met with Tom Penney and Eric Beron from DLR Group to discuss and develop a timeline for the pre-design phase of 
four district’s facility plan. Discussions have been held with the district’s administrative team regarding programmatic needs. The formation 
of a community committee is underway and two charettes or focus group meetings are being organized, to be held in early September. 
The purpose of these meetings is to engage interested patrons and staff in discussions in order to gather additional input about facility 
needs, functions, and priorities. A special link will soon be established on the district’s website to help keep our district patrons informed as 
we continue with our facility planning process.  
 
We are excited about the new school year and look forward to the many events and activities that involve our young people and their 
families. As always, we greatly appreciate the tremendous support provided the district by its patrons. Organizations such as the Gilbert 
Athletic Boosters, PTO, Gilbert Fine Arts Boosters and the Gilbert Education Foundation, provide opportunities for parent and community 
involvement and, through their dedicated efforts, have contributed time and financial resources to provide the “extras” that make our district 
unique. Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a great year. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Kinley, Superintendent 
 

The Gilbert Learning Community will foster a passion for learning and  
empower each student to become a productive citizen in today’s global society.



  Page 2                                                                                                                           September 2010 

School pictures will be taken on Friday, September 3.  Again this year, in order to save school time 
and effort and to minimize picture costs, payment for pictures will be required at the time of photographing.  

Packets will be distributed the first week of school.  Pictures will be taken by Lifetouch. 
 
 
 

Gilbert FCCLA Students Recognized for Outstanding Skills  
in National Competition 

Chicago, IL. – Gilbert FCCLA members recently participated in STAR Events (Students Taking Action with Recognition) at Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of America’s (FCCLA) 2010 National Leadership Conference.  
 
The Senior Parliamentary Procedure Team consisting of Patrick Clancy, Kendra Swanson, Taylor Schwartz, Megan Nelson and Joey 
Metzger earned a Gold rating.  The Junior Parliamentary Procedure Team with members Ryan Gallus, Puneet Anantharam, Cole 
Buchman, Meredith Lehman, Johanna Holck, Matt Nelson, Colby Abrams and Joelle Swanson also earned a Gold rating.  The Gilbert 
Middle School Chapter had members Hannah Dreyer and Molly Luzbatek earn a Gold rating in Illustrated Talk, Kylie Gerstein and Yuliya 
Ivanitska earned a Gold rating in Chapter Service Display, and Lydia Lavrova and Sadie Timms earned a Silver rating in Food Innovations. 
The National FCCLA offers 25 STAR Events to FCCLA students. The medals were presented at a recognition session honoring all 
participants at the McCormick Place Convention Center on Thursday, July 8. More than 6,100 members, advisers, alumni, and guests from 
across the nation attended the meeting. Approximately 3,200 students advanced from the local, regional, and state level of STAR Events 
to the national meeting.  Additional conference participants included Rachel Irwin and Jacob Schoff as well as chaperones Mary Vannoy, 
Helen Nelson, Stacy Dreyer, Melinda Luzbetak and JT Vogel.  The students were advised and coached by Family and Consumer Sciences 
instructors Betsy Ratashak and Karlene Wonderlich. 
 
In addition to competing in the national competitions, students participated in cultural, leadership and service events including volunteering 
at a downtown Chicago soup kitchen at St. James Episcopal Cathedral.  The theme of the conference was “65 Years of Leadership” and 
students were inspired to make a positive difference in their homes, schools and communities. 
 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), is a dynamic and effective national student organization that helps young 
men and women become leaders and address important personal, family, work, and societal issues through Family and Consumer 
Sciences education. FCCLA has over 200,000 members and over 6,500 chapters from 50 state associations, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. The organization has involved more than ten million youth since its founding in 1945.  
 
FCCLA: The Ultimate Leadership Experience is unique among youth organizations because its programs are planned and run by 
members.  It is the only career and technical in-school student organization with the family as its central focus.  Participation in national 
programs and chapter activities helps members become strong leaders in their families, careers, and communities. 
 

Reading Recovery – A Special Opportunity  
Reading Recovery is an intervention for first grade children needing extra assistance learning to read.  A specially trained certified teacher 
meets with students individually for a 30 minute lesson each day for up to 20 weeks.  Reading Recovery: 
• substantially reduces children’s reading difficulties 
• builds on children’s strengths 
• develops self-esteem 
• promotes independent problem solving 

• individualizes a program for each child 
• is a supplement to their classroom 

reading 
• involves commitment from student, 

parents, teacher and school district 
Reading Recovery is one of many ways that Gilbert School is striving to meet the needs of all learners.  If you would 
like more information on Reading Recovery, please contact us at the elementary school.  
 
Mrs. Rosalyn Brandt & Mrs. Ann Brandhorst, Reading Recovery Teachers    

 
DIBELS Reading Assessment 

Three times each year, the Gilbert Community School District administers the DIBELS assessment, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 
Literacy Skills, to students in grades K-4. This assessment is designed to help monitor student progress in the area of reading and allows 
the district to make ongoing instructional decisions during the course of the year. Because DIBELS is individually administered to each 
child, it is necessary to have students use a space that allows several quiet testing rooms available at the same time. For many years, 
students and staff have used the education wing facilities at Gilbert Lutheran Church for this purpose. The facilities provide the space 
required to properly administer the DIBELS, giving us the most accurate data upon which to base instructional decisions for our students. 
The Gilbert Community School District would like to thank Gilbert Lutheran Church for their continuing contribution to our literacy program. 
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Welcome to the Tiger Cubs Preschool Program! 
Beginning August 24th, thirty three 4-year olds will start the academic year as the first preschool class in Gilbert Schools history. Because 
the district was awarded the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program funding early this summer, we will be able to offer high quality 
preschool programming for some of the youngest learners in our community. The program is taught by a certified early childhood teacher 
and will utilize the Creative Curriculum within the activity planning, skills continuum, and assessment. The program/classroom will be 
working towards accreditation through the National Association for the Education of Young Children. Kids will be hard at work during a 
morning and afternoon session, Monday through Friday each week. 
 
Here are some examples of what kinds of "workers" you might see in our classroom. 

¾ Architects: designing, building, deconstructing, and showing representations 
¾ Authors: hearing, listening, dictating, writing, and illustrating 
¾ Chefs: reading, inventing, measuring, stirring, baking, and tasting 
¾ Musicians: playing instruments, singing songs, repeating patterns, and dancing 
¾ Mathematicians: comparing, measuring, counting, and sorting 
¾ Scientists: exploring, experimenting, recording, and understanding 
¾ Athletes: running, jumping, climbing, riding, kicking, throwing, and catching 
¾ Comedians: NO EXPLANATION NECESSARY  ☺ 
¾ Counselors: sharing, taking turns, negotiating, and getting along 
¾ Doctors, Gardeners, Paleontologists, Bankers, Veterinarians, News Reporters, etc. 
¾ Teachers: modeling, showing, helping, and enriching 

 
It does sound formalized, and it is, but, "shhhh", don't tell the kids. They seem to accomplish all of this during their play at school. Watch for 
updates in the newsletter as we hope to share more of the fun, I mean work, that happens each day in Gilbert Tiger Cubs Preschool! 

 
Middle School News 

Chris Billings, Principal 
For the first time in the short history of GMS, we will begin the year with over 400 students in our building.  Although things are a little 
crowded, we should take heart in knowing that our long-term facility plans will address this issue.  For the short- term, we will need to hire 
some extra help for areas such as band lessons, talented and gifted, and other need areas.    
 
Teachers began the year by participating in professional development regarding the Iowa Core and Authentic Intellectual Work.  These two 
efforts are focused on identifying the most important things to teach and then teaching those things in relevant and rigorous ways.  The 
work done during this professional development was meaningful and will impact each classroom.  If you would like to learn more about 
these efforts, please contact me (the principal) or ask your classroom teacher.   
 
Finally, I would like to share some things that parents can do to help their middle school students to have a successful 2010-11 school 
year: 

• Make sure your student gets enough sleep (9 to 9.5 hours is suggested).  Getting to bed a little earlier is always a good idea. 
• Set a time each night for homework.  If there is not an assignment pending, require your student to read, study the chapter again, 

or begin projects that may be due in a week or two. 
• Encourage your student to eat right and exercise. 
• Check their assignment planner each day. 
• Take interest in what your student is studying.  Discussing what they are reading or learning  
• Communicate with teachers.  E-mail is an effective way of doing this.   
• Bring them to school on time.  8:00 AM is start time at the middle school.   
• Plan vacations for school holidays when possible. 

 
As usual, the staff at GMS realizes what a great district we have.  We also recognize how much time and energy you put into raising your 
children and supporting our school.  It is truly a partnership.  Thank you and we plan to have a great year. 

 
Counselor’s Corner 

High School – Paul Jacobson, Counselor 
Junior Parent Meeting:  Mr. Jacobson is scheduling a junior parent meeting for the evening of Thursday, Sept 23rd at 7:00 PM in the high 
school commons. Parents will be informed about a number of important guidance activities that they may want their son or daughter to 
consider during the upcoming school year.  This will include the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test, the ACT and SAT tests, college 
selection and career planning.  The October meeting will be a good opportunity for parents to be brought up to date on these activities.   
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Attention Senior Parents! On Thursday, September 9 we will have our annual Senior Parent Night in the high school commons at 7:00 
pm.  During this time we will discuss the activities and responsibilities the seniors will be involved with.  We will also discuss college 
planning, financial aid, scholarships, and career exploration.  Please come to this informative meeting.  
 
On October 13th and 14th all seniors will have two days during his or her Government class where they will have a chance to fill out 
college applications for freshmen admission.  Please be discussing with your son or daughter about options for them after high school.  
It is recommended that seniors apply for college in the early fall in order to receive the best financial aid package available, along with 
better choices in dorm selection.  If your son or daughter as already applied for admission they will learn about help tips and tricks to early 
scholarship money. PLEASE call me at the school (232-3738) if you would personally like to meet to discuss college planning.   
 
Just a reminder, if your son or daughter needs a transcript sent to a college please fill out the transcript request form that is available in my 
office.  
 
The Golden Circle College Fair will be on Sunday, October 3rd from 12:30-3pm at the Polk County Convention Center in Des Moines.  
This is an excellent opportunity for students to meet with college representatives from nearly 150 colleges throughout the country.  There is 
more information at: http://www.icansucceed.org/Golden-Circle-College-Fair/HS-Landing-Page.aspx 
 
Tutors Needed:  Each year junior high and high school counselors get requests from students and their parents to locate someone 
outside the school who can do some tutoring during evenings or Saturday mornings on an as needed basis.  Often an older student at 
Gilbert can be encouraged to consider such a paid opportunity.  Sometimes a student at Iowa State University can be secured to help out. 
This can often be "hit or miss"!  This year again, the secondary guidance staff would like to identify adults in the community who would be 
interested in tutoring junior high or high school students for pay (or volunteer if offered).  By compiling a list of those adults who are 
interested in participating and their preferences in terms of subject area and/or grade level, when a request for outside help comes to one 
of us, we can save both time and effort by referring to a ready-made resource list.  Tutoring times and other details can then be arranged 
between the student and the adult tutor.  If you are interested in this opportunity to help one or more of our students, please give Mr. 
Jacobson a call at 232-3738 to have your name and preferences placed on the list. 
 
Baby-sitter List:  At the start of each school year, the high school guidance office recruits high school students who are interested in 
having their names placed on an "available" baby-sitting list.  Each student is asked to provide his/her name, grade level, and telephone 
number.  Parents wishing to have a copy of this list may call the high school office at 232-3738.  
 
Elementary - Cari Lambert, Counselor 
Good Character Rules!  Our 2010-2011 school year is off to a great start!  We are all asking ourselves “How do we measure up?” when 
discussing good character.  We explain character as a process of developing worthwhile traits and skills to be happy and successful with 
ourselves and others.  Everyone should always be working toward improving their own character.  It’s part of growing to “Be the Best We 
Can Be!”  Talk with your children about character when you see good examples, healthy choices, or great examples of decision-making.  
Surround them with positive influences and stress the importance of great friendships as they start a new school year. 
 
Parking/ Drop off at the Elementary 
Just a reminder to parents NOT to park in the teacher’s west parking lot.  There are parking spaces near the curb on the east side of 
school and in the north parking lot.  Be sure to not park in the circle drive as it will obstruct the drop off spaces for our buses. 
• Fourth graders will remain seated in the Commons area. 
• Third graders will go to the Media Center before school. 
• All second, first and kindergarteners will go to the gym and sit near their teacher’s cone. 
• Our morning bell and dismissal to classrooms is at 8:05 and students are counted tardy if they arrive after 8:15.  Parents need to 

accompany their late students to the office to sign in! 
• The afternoon dismissal is at 3:10.  Please be on time, as our kids tend to worry if mom doesn’t come right on time.  If you need to 

change plans or pick up your child early, please notify our office before 2:30 p.m.  With so many children in the building, we are often 
unable to meet last minute requests. 

 
Start Your Day with a Good Breakfast 
In reading on the internet at a great website for kids (www. kids health.com) I liked the illustration they gave about eating breakfast.  
Parents, adult educators, and research teams still keep saying that breakfast is the most important meal of the day.  They compared your 
body to a car that has rested and “run out of gas” after sleeping the required number of hours.  Students of all ages still need to “fuel up” 
before starting their school day.  It’s important to “fuel up” with the proper nutrition, however.   
Breakfast Ideas (from http://kidshealth.org/) 
First the traditional ones: 

• eggs 
• French toast, waffles, or pancakes (try wheat or whole-grain varieties) 
• cold cereal and milk 
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• hot cereal, such as oatmeal or cream of wheat (try some dried fruit or nuts on top) 
• whole-grain toast, bagel, or English muffin with cheese 
• yogurt with fruit or nuts 

And now, some weird but yummy ones: 
• banana dog (peanut butter, a banana, and raisins in a long whole-grain bun) 
• breakfast taco (shredded cheese on a tortilla, folded in half and microwaved; top with salsa) 
• country cottage cheese (apple butter mixed with cottage cheese) 
• fruit and cream cheese sandwich (use strawberries or other fresh fruit) 
• sandwich — grilled cheese, peanut butter and jelly, or another favorite 
• leftovers (they're not just for dinner anymore!) 

 
Need More Convincing?  Just in case you need more evidence that eating breakfast is the way to go, kids who don’t eat breakfast are less 
able to learn at school, get less iron (an important nutrient) in their diets, and are more likely to have a higher body mass index (BMI) which 
is a sign they may be overweight.  On the other hand, kids who eat breakfast do better in school, are more likely to participate in physical 
activities, and tend to eat healthier overall.  So, remember not to send your kids out the door on an empty stomach.  Fuel up with a healthy 
breakfast. 
         
We’re off to a great start with a large number of students so we greatly appreciate your support and understanding! 
 

PTO News 
The first PTO meeting of the school year will be Thursday, September 9 at 7:30 PM in the elementary school's media center (library).  We 
hope lots of you will decide to get more involved in PTO this year.  At the first meeting, we will be voting on the amount of money PTO will 
be contributing to the new play equipment at the elementary school.  The play structure, swings, ground cover and fence ended up costing 
$22,000.  Mrs. Edwards' proposal can be found on the school's web site at the PTO link.  Please look it over before coming to the meeting.   

  
If you need to bring your children to the meeting, please bring a book or quiet activity for them to do.  We will have a 7th grader that can 
supervise them, but the gym is reserved for a boy scout activity, so they will need to be in the library with us. 
  
If you have not filled out a PTO Volunteer Sheet yet, you can print one out from the school's web site (PTO link).  This is the best way to let 
us know how you would like to help.  If you have any questions about this sheet, please call Jen Weber (268-0452) or email 
jen.weber@juno.com.     
  
Thank you to Gayle Brown, Deb Timms and their helpers for all your hard work on the Back to School Ice Cream Social!! 
 
 

Come one, come all to the 2010 PTO Carnival!    
Saturday, October 16, 2010 at Gilbert Elementary 

 
 

Mentoring Minute 
Back to school ~ back to mentoring!  In cooperation with YSS and Gilbert Schools, the GRIP Mentoring Program develops "Great 
Relationships in Pairs". We have very dedicated mentors who come weekly and build relationships with Gilbert students. Together, these 
students and their mentors may have lunch, play at recess, enjoy board games, and develop friendship skills. We are always in need of 
caring individuals who are willing to contribute back to our community.  Please contact me if you would like to become a mentor at Gilbert 
Schools.   

Shelly F. Billings, Gilbert Mentor Facilitator   
Phone: 291-6361 Email: Gilbertmentoring@yss.ia.us 

 
PowerSchool for You! 

PowerSchool is a web-based student information system that offers parents and students real-time access to grades, attendance, 
homework assignments, and course information.   During the summer we installed the newest Version 6.2 to PowerSchool so 
parents/guardians will now have the ability to create an account that will allow t to access all your students from a SINGLE LOGIN and 
complete E-REGISTRATION. Previous parent/guardian user names and passwords distributed to parents no longer work as of June 16, 
2010.  Previously distributed student user names and passwords have not changed and are still valid.  Please contact Peggy Whaley, 
Director of Information Services, with any questions or concerns.   Mrs. Whaley can be reached at whaleyp@gilbert.k12.ia.us or 232-3740. 
You may also wish to view resources on our website at www.gilbert.k12.ia.us, and then click on the PowerSchool link on the left-side 
menu. 
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Notes from the Athletic Department 
PHYSICALS:  All student-athletes must have a current physical on file before they will be allowed to practice or participate in any athletic 
programs. A physical is good for 13 calendar months.  Therefore, with the start of practice for fall sports being August 9th, they must have a 
physical that will take them through the season which will end sometime in November.   
  
INSURANCE WAIVERS:  All Student-athletes must have a signed insurance waiver on file in the athletic office.   
  
SEASON TICKETS:   
• Students will continue to have the option of purchasing an activity ticket at school registration or on line.  The cost of the activity ticket 

will be $40 which will provide admission to all sporting and fine arts events at Gilbert for the 2010/11 school year.  Students will be 
required to show their activity pass at all events or will be required to pay the admission price.   

• Game Admission for Varsity Contests will remain at $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students without an activity pass. 
• All Sub-varsity contests (grades 7-12) have an Adult admission price of $2.00; students will be free to all sub-varsity contests.   
• Season tickets will again be available for fans wishing to save the cost of individual admissions.  This will be published soon.  Season 

passes will be available at the Fall Sports Kick Off on Friday, August 20th and after the fall kick-off in the High School Offices. 
 

Save the Date!  Gilbert Chili Dipper Open 
Join us on October 10 for a 4-man best shot golf tournament at Veenker Memorial Golf Course.  Shotgun start at 12 Noon.  All proceeds 
go towards baseball and softball field improvements at Gilbert CSD.  This event is sponsored by the Gilbert Athletic Boosters.  See the 
website and future newsletters for additional details. 

 

Email Communications 
Gilbert CSD has a Gilbert News email through which much information is shared with parents.  To acquire the email 
distribution lists, we have downloaded the emails found in the guardian email of PowerSchool.  If you want to make sure 
your email is included in the distribution list, please send an email to gilbertnews@gilbert.k12.ia.us with the subject line 
of “Email Address for Gilbert News” and include your name, your child’s name, and your email address.  We will double 
check our lists on a weekly basis to make sure our lists are as up-to-date as possible.  Beginning in September, all newsletters, except for 
the back-to-school issue, will be sent electronically rather than through the postal mail to all those who have email access.  This is another 
good reason to have the most current email address on file! 

 
Current and Potential Art Club Members 

• Litter pick-up will be on a Saturday September 18th from 10 - Noon.  Please meet at the High School Art Room.  If you do Litter pick-
up and Paint Paws you are invited to go on the Art Club trip to Des Moines.  We will go to the Art Center and have lunch downtown.  
The Des Moines trip will be in October on a Saturday. 

• The Gilbert Art Club will again need as many volunteers to help with Octagon Arts Festival held downtown in Ames on Sunday, Sept. 
26. 

• Remember, you do not have to be enrolled in an art class to be in art club.  Annual dues are $3 and are to be paid by Sept. 15.  
Please turn dues into Mrs. Maguire in room 128. 

   
Yearbooks 

SENIORS:  As you get your senior pictures taken, remember you need to provide Mrs. Schnormeier with one or two color wallets for the 
yearbook no later than December 15, 2010.  The photos are for the two slide shows.  Pictures may be submitted in hard copy form or may 
be emailed to yearbook@gilbert.k12.ia.us.  We also want a baby picture for the slide show.  These will be scanned and returned to you.  If 
you have photos that you would like in the slide show, give them to Mrs. Schnormeier or a yearbook student and we will scan them and get 
them back to you. 
 

Scrip Program 
What’s in your Wallet? 

What is it and how does it work? 
SCRIP certificates are gift cards and certificates from local and national companies.  Gilbert families (as well as extended family and 
friends) can purchase these certificates at face value (no additional cost for families).  The Gilbert PTO and Fine Arts Boosters (FAB) 
purchase the certificates at a discount.  The difference between the face value and the discounted amount equals the funds raised.   The 
PTO & FAB wants to help families earn credit towards school-sponsored trips and/or school-sponsored driver education class. 
 

There are hundreds of companies that are involved with the SCRIP program – so take a minute and check it out! 
Questions…  Pam Vandenberg [515.232.6668  vberg7@earthlink.net]  or Johna Clancy [515.232.3740   clancyj@gilbert.k12.ia.us] 
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District Garage Sale 
The Gilbert Community Schools will hold a garage sale featuring various items that are no longer needed by the district. The 
sale will be held on Saturday, September 25 from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. and will be held at the district bus garage located at 103 
Mathews Dr. in Gilbert. 
  
Items include a chalkboard (4’ x 6”), computer/typing table, several classroom tables, 10 overhead projectors, library circulation 
desk, two kilns, several teacher desks, several filing cabinets, approximately twenty 400-watt metal halide high bay lamps, old 
band uniforms, and other miscellaneous items. 
 

Community Announcements 
Community announcements are provided as a service by the Gilbert Community School District, which does not sponsor nor endorse these activities. 

 
Gilbert Historical Society's 2nd annual Harvest Fest October 1-3 

Friday: Community Parade (5:30) 
We are still adding entrants. If you have a group (former cheerleaders or sports teams, PTO Parents, Fine Arts Groups, Classes of Alumni, etc.) that 
would like to join the fun please contact Nancy Peterson and the History Club at the high school  petersonn@gilbert.k12.ia.us, 
Following the parade will be the Sophomore Chili Supper 5-7, and the Homecoming football game 
Saturday: 10:00-1:00 Harvest Fest competitions at Gene Upstill farm, one mile north of Gilbert.   
There will be classes for photography, baking, garden produce the brochures detailing rules and classes will be available in the community and from Mrs. 
Peterson.  New this year, Old fashioned corn picking with horses and wagon. Entertainment by Torvald Eness –Country and Folk Singer-Composer 
featuring songs written specifically for the Harvest Fest 
2:00-3:00 Movie premier in the high school LMC- Oral History documentary created by Kels Morrissey and Jon  Cackler on Pearl Harbor and how that day 
changed people's lives, in the high school LMC. (This is tentative)    
Sunday: "Cemetery Walk" downtown merchants from the 1940's and 50's will "come alive" at the Gilbert Lutheran Church during the afternoon of October 
3rd.  There will be two performances 2:00 and 7:00 ice cream sundaes included with a $5 ticket. 
 

Laps for Life on Labor Day 
Monday, September 6, 2010                9:00-11:00 am 

Gilbert Elementary School and the Walking/Running Path                Goal: 200 laps/$2000 
Come join us for our fourth annual Laps for Life on Labor Day - a fun community event that can impact lives in a distant community in a very meaningful 
way.  You can walk, or jog, or roller blade, or bike around the Gilbert Elementary/Upstill Park path (approximately 1 mile) for exercise with your neighbors 
and friends.  Refreshments and music will be provided along with plenty of encouragement!  For each lap you complete, we suggest a $10 donation to this 
year’s charity.  If you would like to sponsor someone to run for you please contact Gayle Brown (gbbrown@iastate.edu ; 292-2627). We have a ready 
reserve of runners!  The money raised this year will go to World Vision (www.worldvision.org ), a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working 
with children, families and their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Please put Laps for Life 
on Labor Day on your calendar and join us! You will make a difference. 
 

Immunization Clinics 
HOMEWARD Public Health offers Immunization clinics to the general public. Childhood vaccines (18 years of age or under) are available for those who 
have no insurance or are under insured or who have no access to medical care free of charge. HOMEWARD offers evening hours for those who work and 
alternative clinic sites. Adult Immunizations are also offered at HOMEWARD.  Please call HOMEWARD with date, times and appointment availability at 
(515)239-6730. 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE GILBERT COMMUNITY SCHOOL BOARD 

High School Media Center 
July 19, 2010 

The regular meeting of the Gilbert Community School Board of Directors was called to order by President Marcia DeZonia, at 6:02 p.m. with the following members answering 
roll call: Chris Benda, Marcia DeZonia, Paul Livingston, Kim Mosiman, and Mary Zimmerman. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to approve the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
The board conducted a self-evaluation of its goals and operating procedures for the past year and discussed proposed goals for the 2010-11 school year. 
Jack Boyt, representing Green Living Domes, Inc., spoke briefly to the board and provided information about the construction of monolithic domes. 
 Eric Fagervik, account manager for Coca-Cola of Ames, spoke to the board and answered questions about the beverage contract proposed by Coca-Cola for the district. 
Superintendent John Kinley reported that nearly all fire marshal recommendations have been addressed.  He provided the board an update on recent discussions involving 
Story and Boone County superintendents, new AEA chief administrator Paula Vincent, and AEA partnership directors about the creation of a regional behavior program for 
students whose mental health and behavior needs are not being successfully met in the local school district settings. While there doesn’t appear to be many short term 
solutions, Dr. Vincent indicated she will pursue the topic within the agency. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to approve the consent agenda, the minutes of the meeting held June 14 as amended and June 24, 2010, the bills and claims 
and the secretary’s report for June.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Board President Marcia DeZonia reported on her attendance at the recent IASB Fiscal Conference. Two items of interest included discussions about school district bond 
ratings and questions raised about the single salary schedule required for implementation by school districts this year. 
Hope Bossard, director of curriculum and school improvement, provided an overview of a tentative schedule for Fall Teacher Workshop Days. She reported the district had 
met all of its Annual Yearly Progress goals for 2009-10.  A great deal of summer curriculum work has been done, with work being completed in 5-12 social studies and in 
technology education. 
Staci Edwards, elementary principal, provided the board with an update on pre-school plans for 2010-11. The board discussed establishing a materials fee for pre-K students 
that would be appropriate for the program and in line with textbook and materials fees established for other grade levels. Mrs. Edwards also presented a plan for the pre-
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school playground, as well as outlining a few needed repairs on current equipment and projecting future playground needs. The board agreed to allocate up to $18,000 in 
SILO funds to support the purchase of equipment and the development of playground space for pre-school. This playground will also be available for use by kindergarten 
students and other age-appropriate children during non-school hours. 
High School Principal Greg Fisher reviewed proposed changes to the 2010-11 High School Handbook. 
 Mrs. Edwards reviewed proposed changes to the 2010-11 Elementary School Handbook and the 2010-11 Preschool Handbook. 
Mr. Kinley provided an update on summer building improvement projects. The elementary school window replacement project has been completed.  Central States Roofing is 
nearly completed with roof repair work at the elementary and high school. New carpet has been installed in two high school classrooms and the portable classrooms. New 
drywall has been installed and painted in the portable classrooms. Ceiling tile has been replaced in the west classroom and light fixture covers are being replaced. Kinley 
reported that storm damage created some electrical problems at the elementary school that impacted air handling controls in the elementary school, the fire alarm system in 
the elementary, and the air conditioner and sump pump for the portable classrooms. Repairs are underway and insurance carrier has been contacted. The remodel of the 
high school laundry/storage area is moving forward. Drywall and electrical work is progressing and plumbing work will begin shortly. 
Mr. Kinley provided the board with information about ridership on proposed bus routes for 2010-11.  With the potential for some pre-school children riding route buses to/from 
school, it may be necessary for the district to suspend transporting open enrolled students. A clearer picture will be known after August 2-3 registration. The board directed 
the superintendent to communicate this possibility to parents of open enrolled students who currently ride route buses so they have adequate time to plan alternate 
transportation plans if necessary. 
The board held further discussion on the proposed contract renewal with Coca-Cola. The board agreed to make available, per Healthy Kids Act Committee recommendation, 
100% juices and water as food service ala carte items at the high school only this fall for a trial period of 8 weeks. The board set prices at $1 for 20 ounce bottle of water and 
$1.25 for apple and orange juices available for la carte purchase. 
The board tabled a review of the following Board Policy series until a special meeting on August 9 at 6 p.m.: 

Series 200 - School Board Governance 
Series 300 - Administration 
Series 700 – Non-Instructional Operations and Business Services 
Series 800 - Buildings and Sites 

 The board tabled a first reading on three proposed new board policies until August 9: 
206.1 – President 
206.2 – Vice President 
803.9 – District Inventory 

The board reviewed the most recent enrollment projections for 2010-11, which now includes pre-school students. 
The board reviewed a proposed K-12 Facility Planning/Design Phase Schedule prepared by the DLR Group.  The board also talked briefly about the formation of a 
community committee. 
 The board reviewed the responses from two architectural firms to an amendment to the previous RFP requesting architectural services. The amendment requested 
supplemental information and interest in planning a safe room project in future school construction. The board later appointed DLR Group to serve as the district’s architect in 
planning such a project. 
The board discussed and gave its approval to a request to install a landscaped memorial behind the home team bleachers at the football field. 
It was the consensus of the board to support the school administration’s plans to dispose of school property currently in storage and of no value to the district. The board 
supported the sale of scrap items for salvage and the idea of a garage sale for other items that may be of value to patrons, but not to the school.   
The board reviewed a list of items to be considered for legislative priorities for 2010-2011. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to appoint Johna Clancy as Board Secretary/Business Manager/Treasurer for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously.  Board President 
Marcia DeZonia administered the oath of office to Johna Clancy. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to designate the district's depository banks for 2010-11 as First American Bank with a limit of $10,000,000 and Bankers Trust 
with a limit of $1,000,000.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to designate Ahlers and Cooney Law Firm as district’s legal counsel for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to appoint DLR Group as architect for Safe Room Project.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Livingston, second by Mosiman to approve the Free and Reduced Price Policy Statement for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to establish the following 2010-11 Board Goals: 

1. Make significant progress on future facilities 
a. Build consensus on plans for elementary and current high school renovation 
b. Pass bond referendum 
c. Successful bid on new construction 
d. Support the development of a part of the website for facility information 

2. Evaluate effectiveness of time allocated for PLC professional development 
a. Regular reports to the board regarding use of PLC time 
b. Work with administration to develop a method of PLC evaluation 

3. Discuss and develop a long-range district technology vision 
4. Increased use of data at the board table to increase knowledge of student achievement 
5. Plan and implement online board policies 
6. Improved process regarding PPEL expenditures 

Motion carried unanimously.  
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to approve the following 2010-11open enrollment applications: 
 David Linden from Boone CSD  Andrew Cannon from Ames CSD 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to grant release to Roland-Story CSD due to change in parent’s marital status for Adam Buckels.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Bids were received for milk, bread and petroleum.  Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to approve the following vendors: Anderson Erickson - Dairy Products 
   Sara Lee Company - Baked Goods 
   Key Cooperative (formerly Heart of Iowa Coop) - Propane, Diesel, and Ethanol 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to approve renewal of beverage contract with Coca-Cola with plans to review ala carte pilot program in October.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to approve preschool consumable materials fee of $25 per student per year.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to accept low bid from Mullenbach Construction in the amount of $4,745 for drywall installation as part of laundry renovation 
project at the high school.  Motion carried unanimously, 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to approve the following legislative priorities for 2010-11: 
• Supports increasing the regular program state cost per pupil to the current maximum district cost per pupil. 
• Supports setting allowable growth at a rate that encourages continuous school improvement and reflects actual cost increases experienced by school districts and 

AEAs. The priority is to increase and maintain the state cost per pupil and the spending authority associated with it to build a strong base for future education 
resources. 
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• Opposes changes to labor and employment laws unless they: 
o Advance excellence and equity in public education with the outcome of improved student achievement for all. 
o Are based on sound research and proven best practices with a  demonstrated positive impact on improving student achievement. 
o Promote accountability by all for improved student outcomes . Include adequate resources provided by the state without a shift from other education 

resources or significant burden on property taxpayers. 
o Include a regular evaluation of the impact of changes on student achievement. 
o Balance the rights of the employee with the rights of management with scales tipped in favor of student achievement and student safety. 
o Require arbitrators to first consider local conditions and ability to pay; once the arbitrator determines the district has the ability to pay, the arbitrator should 

determine comparability. 
o Include a requirement that arbitrators demonstrate understanding of Iowa education funding and educational improvement. 
o Provide management with the flexibility to pay market competitive wages for shortage area positions, especially in the areas required to meet graduation 

and Iowa Core Curriculum mandates. 
o Preserve the constitutionally protected due process rights of school boards. 

• Recommends that teachers and school employees be included with all other state employees and incorporated into one health care insurance program, creating a 
larger pool and reducing the cost for insurance coverage for all school employees. 

• Proposes rolling the Teacher Salary Supplement funds into the state funding formula, eliminate TSS from categorical funding, and eliminate its exemption from ATB 
cuts. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to approve the high school handbook for 2010-11 as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to approve the elementary school handbook for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to approve the preschool handbook for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to approve use of school facilities for the Gilbert Boys’ Basketball Camp July 12-16, 2010.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Livingston to approve Marcia Granzow to sign food service and activity checks in the absence of the board president.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to appoint to following certified staff positions: 

Joel Franzen as HS Math/MS Technology Teacher 
Marsha Morgan as High School Level III Special Education Teacher for 2010-11 
Sally Hennager as Home School Instructor for 2010-2011 @ $30.28/hr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Livingston, second by Zimmerman to appoint to following support staff positions: 

Angela Pohlen as Food Service employee, 6 hours/day at $8.45/hour 
Katie Barkema as Food Service employee, 3 hours/day at $8.45 /hour 
Rhonda Gardner as HS LMC Associate 2.5 hour/day at $10.33/hour 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to appoint to following coaching staff positions: 

Joel Franzen as Assistant Football Coach for 2010-11 
B. J. Terrones as Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach for 2010-11 
George McGuire as Assistant Football Coach for 2010 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Benda to appoint to following coaching staff reappointments: 

Rhonda Gardner – HS Cheerleading 
Renny Long- Assistant Football Coach 
Wayne Henryson- Junior High Cross Country Coach 
Jessica Owens – Junior High Volleyball Coach 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Benda, second by Livingston to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 10:41 p.m.  

 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GILBERT COMMUNITY SCHOOL BOARD 

High School Media Center 
August 9, 2010 

The special meeting of the Gilbert Community School Board of Directors was called to order by President Marcia DeZonia, at 6:00 p.m. with the following members answering 
roll call: Chris Benda, Marcia DeZonia, Paul Livingston, Kim Mosiman, and Mary Zimmerman. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to approve the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Brian Anderson from Knapp Tedesco Insurance Company, reviewed the district’s property and liability insurance usage and upcoming year premium. 
The board reviewed the following board policies: 

• Series 200 - School Board Governance 
• Series 300 – Administration  and Revision of 302.5 – Superintendent Evaluation 
• Series 400 - Personnel 
• Series 700 – Non-Instructional Operations and Business Services and Revision of 712.1 - Custodial Staff Services 
• Series 800 - Buildings and Sites 

The board gave first reading approval to the following board policies: 
• 206.1 – President 
• 206.2 – Vice President 
• 303.6 – Administrator Evaluation 
• 803.9 – District Inventory 

Superintendent John Kinley and Transportation Bruce Betts informed the board of the increased ridership on the district route buses.  This issue affects the availability of 
seats for open enrolled students.  It was decided to not allow open enrolled students to ride on the some of the route buses for the first two weeks until the ridership levels out 
to assess the actual numbers on each bus.  Letters will be sent to families affected by this change. 
Motion by Livingston, second by Zimmerman to approve a contract with CyberShock, LLC to redesign the district website.  Motion carried unanimously.  The cost will be 
$1,204 and also a $59 monthly management fee. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to approve an amendment to Story County DeCat for YSS After School Program.  Motion carried unanimously.  The funding will 
increase by $4,523 to $6,750. 
Motion by Mosiman, second by Zimmerman to approve the 2010-11 Athletic Coach Handbook.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to appoint Heather Currans as preschool teacher for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Zimmerman, second by Mosiman to appoint Judy Wiese as teacher associate, 7 hours/day at $9.95 per hour for 2010-11.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Benda, second by Livingston to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 



September 2010 List of Activities Gilbert Community School District

Activity Type Time Opponent Location

Wednesday, September 1, 2010
Booster Club Meetings 6:30PM HS Commons

Tuesday, September 2, 2010
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM West Marshall Gilbert MS
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM West Marshall State Center
Volleyball: 9th Match 5:00PM Colfax-Mingo Gilbert HS - East Gym
Volleyball: JV Match 6:00PM Colfax-Mingo Gilbert HS - HS West Gym
Volleyball: Varsity Match 6:30PM Colfax-Mingo Gilbert HS - HS West Gym

Friday, September 3, 2010
Picture Day 8:00AM All Buildings
Football: 9th Game 5:00PM Jefferson-Scranton Jefferson-Scranton HS
Football: Varsity Game 7:30PM Jefferson-Scranton Jefferson-Scranton HS

Saturday, September 4, 2010
Volleyball: Varsity Tournament 8:00AM Southern Cal Lake City

Monday, September 6, 2010
No School - Labor Day All Buildings

Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Fall Play Auditions 3:15PM
Football: JV Game 6:00PM Jefferson-Scranton Gilbert HS

Wednesday, September 8, 2010
Fall Play Auditions 7:00AM
After Prom Meeting 7:00PM HS Commons

Thursday, September 9, 2010
FCCLA Peer Education Training Day 9:00AM High School
Fall Play 3:15PM
Cross Country: Middle School Meet 4:30PM Multiple Schools Jefferson-Scranton HS
Football: 8th Game 4:30PM North Polk Gilbert HS
Football: 7th Game 4:30PM North Polk Alleman-HS Football Field
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM Ogden Gilbert MS
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM Ogden Odgen MS Gym
Cross Country:  JV & Varsity Invitational 5:00PM Multiple Schools Jefferson-Scranton HS
Volleyball: Varsity Triangular 5:00PM Jefferson-Scranton Jefferson-Scranton MS
Volleyball: 9th & JV Triangular 5:00PM Multiple Schools Jefferson-Scranton
Senior Parent Night 7:00PM HS Commons

Friday, September 9, 2010
Football: 9th Game 5:00PM West Marshall Gilbert HS
Football: Varsity Game 7:30PM West Marshall Gilbert HS

Saturday, September 11, 2010
Volleyball: 9th Invitational 8:30AM Multiple Schools Ankeny High School
Volleyball: Varsity Tournament 9:00AM Webster City Webster City HS
Marching Band Pufferbilly Days 9:30AM Boone, IA.

Monday, September 13, 2010
Cross Country: Middle School Invitational 4:30PM Ballard Huxley
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM South Hamilton Gilbert MS
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM South Hamilton SH-Elem Gym in Jewell
Cross Country: JV & Varsity Invitational 5:00PM Ballard Huxley
Football: JV Game 6:00PM West Marshall West Marshall
School Board Meeting 6:00PM HS LMC
Fine Arts Booster Meeting 7:00PM HS Commons

Tuesday, September 14, 2010
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM Nevada Nevada - MS Field House
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM Nevada Gilbert MS
Volleyball: JV Match 5:00PM Roland-Story Gilbert HS
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Volleyball: 9th Match 5:00PM Roland-Story Gilbert HS - East Gym
Volleyball: Varsity Match 6:30PM Roland-Story Gilbert HS - HS West Gym

Thursday, September 16, 2010
Football: 8th Game 4:30PM Roland-Story Roland-Story - H.S. Football Field
Football: 7th Game 4:30PM Roland-Story Gilbert HS
Cross Country: JV & Varsity Meet 5:00PM Panorama Panorama High School
Volleyball: Varsity Triangular 5:00PM Multiple Schools SH - HS Gym in Jewell
Volleyball: JV Triangular 5:00PM Multiple Schools SH-Elem Gym in Jewell
DAC Meeting 7:00PM High School LMC

Friday, September 17, 2010
Football: Varsity Game 7:30PM East Marshall LeGrand, IA

Saturday, September 18, 2010
Litter-Pick Up (Art Club) 10:00AM High School
Painting Paws (Art Club) 10:00AM High School

Monday, September 20, 2010
Cross Country: Middle School Invitational 4:15PM Humboldt Humbolt Country Club
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM Roland-Story Roland - MS Multi-Purpose Room
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM Roland-Story Gilbert MS
Cross Country: JV & Varsity Invitational 5:00PM Humboldt Humbolt Country Club
Football: JV Game 6:00PM East Marshall Gilbert HS

Tuesday, September 21, 2010
Volleyball: 9th & JV Match 5:00PM Collins-Maxwell-Baxter Gilbert HS
Volleyball: Varsity Match 6:30PM Collins-Maxwell-Baxter Gilbert HS - HS West Gym

Wednesday, September 22, 2010
Yearbook Ad Sales 
Early Dismissal & Staff Development 12:30PM All Buildings

Thursday, September 23, 2010
Football: 7th Game 4:15PM PCM Gilbert HS
Cross Country: Middle School Invitational 4:30PM Multiple Schools Story City Riverbend Golf Course
Football: 8th Game 4:30PM PCM Gilbert HS
Football: 9th Game 6:45PM South Hamilton Gilbert HS
Junior Parent Night 7:00PM HS Commons

Friday, September 24, 2010
Football: Varsity Game 7:30PM South Hardin South Hardin

Saturday, September 25, 2010
Volleyball: Varsity Tournament 8:30AM Pella Pella
FCCLA Peer Education Work Day 9:00AM High School

Monday, September 27, 2010
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM Ogden Odgen MS Gym
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM Ogden Gilbert MS
Cross Country: Varsity Meet 5:00PM Multiple Schools Nevada - Hickory Grove Park
Cross Country: JV Invitational 5:00PM Nevada Nevada HS
Volleyball: 9th Match 5:00PM Madrid Madrid High School
Football: JV Game 6:00PM South Hardin Gilbert HS

Thursday, September 30, 2010
Football: 8th Game 4:30PM Jefferson-Scranton Gilbert HS
Football: 7th Game 4:30PM Jefferson-Scranton Jefferson-Scranton High School
Volleyball: 8th Match 4:30PM South Hamilton SH-Elem Gym in Jewell
Volleyball: 7th Match 4:30PM South Hamilton Gilbert MS

Please see the Gilbert Website Interactive District Calendar for the most up‐to‐date listing of events ‐‐ www.gilbert.k12.ia.us








